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EDUCATION, TOURISM, INNOVATION AND SMALL BUSINESS COMMITTEE: 
REPORT, MOTION TO TAKE NOTE 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (12.17 pm): If the minister wants to talk about the history of 
education policy in this state and what has gone on in the past, we need to point out to her that the only 
reason we are having this discussion about school maintenance in a large respect is that of the actions 
of the Nicklin government in the 1950s and, in particular, the education minister at that time, Jack 
Pizzey. As the minister for education, he built 66 high schools in 10 years. It was a massive expansion 
of state high schools in Queensland and it is the very reason that we are having this discussion. A lot 
of the facilities that were built by Pizzey in the fifties and early sixties are the ones that are in need of 
maintenance right now. I can speak to that from a local perspective because we have Boonah State 
High School and Beaudesert State High School, both schools that were built by Pizzey, in need of a lot 
of maintenance. When I came into this job and when the LNP came into office, there were serious 
maintenance backlogs at both of those schools and a number of other state schools in my electorate. 

I want to talk to one of the recommendations of the Auditor-General which was to complete a 
comparative assessment of the benefits, costs and risks of the direct-to-market approach or the Building 
and Asset Services approach. Can I say that it is horses for courses in this respect. There are some 
schools that like using Building and Asset Services, but there are other schools, primarily larger schools, 
which really benefit from the direct-to-market approach. That is an option that they did not have available 
to them before 2012.  

The benefit of the direct-to-market approach has been illustrated to me by principal after principal 
who have utilised it who say that they can get five projects done for the price that it used to cost to get 
only four done in the old QBuild days. It is a significant benefit not only to the schools but also to the 
local economy, because it injects money through local tradies and so forth who are engaged by those 
schools to do that work.  

I support that recommendation of the Auditor-General to make an assessment. From my 
experience locally in my electorate—and I am sure it is the same in many other electorates—having 
that choice is a great benefit. There are great benefits from going direct to market. Some principals in 
my patch who are deadset Labor Party people recognise the benefits of going direct to market and 
cannot understand why it did not come into play earlier. The costs that were imposed on schools through 
QBuild before the 2012 reforms were simply prohibitive. Some small jobs would cost an awful lot of 
money to do, meaning there was less money left over for other jobs. 

I have around 30 schools in my electorate and about 25 of them are state schools. There are a 
lot of old schools; some are more than 125 years old while others are not as old as that. Maintenance 
issues come up all the time, so we need to always be budgeting money for maintenance. It is an ongoing 
task. We also need to be cognisant, from a government point of view, of the fact that there is a need to 
build new schools and ensure that the maintenance budget increases in line with the new schools 
coming into operation. 

   

 

 

Speech By 

Jon Krause 

MEMBER FOR BEAUDESERT 

Record of Proceedings, 10 November 2016 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20161110_121710
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20161110_121710


  

 

Jonathon_Krause-Beaudesert-20161110-404322021598.docx Page 2 of 2 

 

I just wanted to make those few points. This is a great program that has given choice to principals 
and choice to communities. It has enabled more work to get done by having that choice to go to market 
as opposed to simply using Building and Asset Services all of the time. 

 


